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Leo K. Cummins, associate professor of forestry at the University of Montana, has 
published an article on a new method of determining the maximum value yields of a sawmill 
production in the October 1972 edition of the "Forest Products Journal." 
Co-author of the article is Denny D. Culbertson, a professional staff member at the 
Center for Naval Analysis in Arlington, Va. 
Cummins measures the economic value of better equipment and new technology by deter-
mining the best possible way to cut a specific log so that it yields the maximum amount of 
usable lumber. An example is measuring the yield gained by using a thinner saw. 
Cummins joined the UM faculty in 1968 after working at the Van-Evans Co. in Missoula 
as manager and industrial consultant. He has served as a consulting forester, production 
engineer and production superintendent. He also has managed plywood, sa\~ill and studmill 
plants and a trucking operation. 
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